ment!
Take a Step forPeace

President Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, DC 20500-0004

Re: 2016 United Nations International Day of Peace, Request to Recognize

Dear Mr. President,

Throughout your Presidency, you have honored your promise to listen to and dialogue with all world
leaders, including those with different governing structures and ideological backgrounds. Your
commitment to opening relations with Cuba and working with Iran to eliminate their nuclear program
illustrates your courageous vision for a world where diplomacy has a seat at the table of peace.

As a Nobel Peace Prize recipient, we humbly request that you enhance your Nobel legacy, becoming the
first President of the United States to officially recognize the United Nations International Day of Peace
celebrated annually on September 21st.

You will be interested in knowing that on September 21 2015, one billion people across the world
celebrated the United Nations International Day of Peace! The people have spoken but governments have
not responded.

Since its inception in 1981, no President, Democratic or Republican, has officially recognized the United Nations
International Day of Peace. This is your opportunity to inspire the American people to celebrate the idea that
peace can be more than a universal hope. This single day is meant to be a seed that can be planted within all
hearts, citizens of the United States and global citizens alike, to nurture this most basic of human rights.

Please join these many organizations and individuals that are working every day to build the
infrastructures and pathways to peace. Our collaboration is an important effort to help lay the groundwork
for achieving peace in our lifetimes.

Mr. President, this is a historic opportunity. Please recognize the International Day of Peace. Unite your legacies
as Nobel Laureate with that of a visionary President of United States of America to again make history.

We thank you for your lifetime of service to the American people.

Most Respectfully, )
B R “faw %VWMFO( “
Ja Aniy Gaines Nancy Merrit
Adtiof Team Coordinator, Greater Los Angeles CA State Coordinator, Northern California
California Peace Alliance California Peace Alliance
¢ 310.200.3598, jogaines1@hotmail.com € 510.809.6348, sunmntain@aol.com
Redondo Beach, CA El Cerrito, CA

On behalf of the California Peace Alliance, including:




Matthew Albracht

Executive Vice President & Director of Programs and Communications,
The Peace Alliance

510-227-8101, matthew@peacealliance.org, Oakland, CA

Soraya Deen
International Speaker, Founder The Muslim Women Speakers Movement
818-395-2032, info@sorayadeen.com, Los Angeles, CA

Jo Ann Gaines

Action Team Coordinator, Greater Los Angeles Area
310-200-3598, jogaines1@hotmail.com, Redondo Beach, CA
(& numerous CA Peace Alliance Team Members in the LA. area)

Brian Gibbs
CA Peace Alliance Democratic Party Endorsement Team,

& San Diego Americans for a Department of Peacebuilding
858-603-5931, bgibbsdop@gmail.com, San Diego, CA

Cynthia Gilliam

San Diego Peace Alliance Youth Coordinator,

Chapter Person for South East San Diego Kids for Peace Chapters,
Director Presidential Volunteer Awards Program

619-788-8503, cynthiagilliam50 @gmail.co, San Diego, CA

Tory Haslinger
CA State Coordinator, Southern CA
310-801-4629, toryhaslinger@yahoo.com, Manhattan Beach, CA

Gia Ibarra
Action Team Coordinator, San Diego Area
619-598-2099, giaibarram4p@gmail.com, La Mesa, CA

Judy Kimmel

Board of Directors, Chair

The Peace Alliance

415-250-0487, jbkimmel@aol.com, Mill Valley, CA

Margaret Koren
Campaign for a U.S. Department of Peacebuilding
707-838-8647, maggik@sonic.net, Windsor, CA

Bridget Lambert
Restorative Justice Advocate
619-647-6479, bridget4peace@gmail.com, San Diego, CA

Marty Lewis
Congressional District Team Lead, CA-20
831-277-0305, marty.thebridge@gmail.com, Carmel, CA

Lily Marie
NE CA Regional Coordinator,
& U.S. Department of Peacebuilding Supporter
530-272-4595, lilymarie@infostations.com, Rough and Ready, CA




Terry Mason

Member Board of Directors,

The Peace Alliance

818-687-2942, terry@lupineproductions.com, Encino, CA

Nancy Merritt
CA State Coordinator, Northern CA,

& National Department of Peacebuilding Committee
510-809-6348, sunmntain@aol.com, El Cerrito, CA

Kendra Mon
NW CA Regional Coordinator,

& National Department of Peacebuilding Committee
707-992-0367, kendramon@comcast.net, Petaluma, CA

Ramon Montano

Co-Founder Thinking Indigenous,

Global Youth Ambassador for Education at A World at School,
Youth Advocate at Global Campaign for Education-US
ramonmontano@gmail.com, San Diego, CA

Lorrie Norby
Marin County Team Lead,

& U.S. Department of Peacebuilding Supporter
415-381-2157, Inorby@post.harvard.edu, Mill Valley, CA

Josh Roebuck
Oakland Action Team Member,

& CA Peace Alliance Democratic Party Endorsement Team
510-502-0989, roebuck.joshua@gmail.com, Oakland, CA

Jeanna King Ruppel
CA Peace Alliance & Restorative Specialist Santa Rosa City School District
707-529-1502, jeannar@comcast.net, Windsor, CA

Elisabeth Scharbaum
Oakland Action Team Member
510-282-5323, Elisabeth.scharbaum@gmail.com, Oakland, CA

Jerilyn Stapleton
CA State Coordinator, Southern CA,

& National Department of Peacebuilding Committee
323-543-1732, jerilyndpeace@yahoo.com, Hollywood, CA

Stephanie Thomas
Congressional District Team Lead, CA-13
510-527-6062, skthomas@flash.net, Berkeley, CA

Emily Boorstein Wikman

Member Board of Directors,

The Peace Alliance

415-506-4469, coachemily@gmail.com, Novato, CA




